
CORE-COURSE REQUIREMENTS
Complete 16 core courses in the following areas:

ENGLISH

4 years

MATH  
(Algebra I  
or higher)

3 years

NATURAL/ 
PHYSICAL  
SCIENCE 

(Including one  
year of lab,  
if offered)

2 years

SOCIAL  
SCIENCE 

2 years

ADDITIONAL 
COURSES 

(Any area listed  
to the left, foreign 

language or  
comparative  

religion/philosophy)

4 years

ADDITIONAL 
(English, math or 
natural/physical 

science)

1 year

DIVISION I ACADEMIC REQUIREMENTS

FULL QUALIFIER
College-bound student-athletes enrolling at an NCAA Division I 
school need to meet these academic requirements to practice, 
compete and receive an athletics scholarship in their first year 
of full-time enrollment.

•  �Complete 16 core courses in the appropriate areas.

•  �Ten of the 16 core courses must be completed before 
the seventh semester (senior year) of high school.

•  �Seven of the 10 core courses must be in English, math 
or natural/physical science.

•  �Earn a core-course GPA of at least 2.300.

•  �Earn an SAT combined score or ACT sum score matching 
the core-course GPA on the Division I sliding scale.

•  �Submit proof of graduation to the Eligibility Center.

ACADEMIC REDSHIRT
All Division I academic redshirts may receive an athletics 
scholarship and practice during their first year of full-time 
enrollment at a Division I school, but may NOT compete.

•  �Complete 16 core courses in the appropriate areas.

•  �Earn a core-course GPA of at least 2.000.

•  �Earn an SAT combined score or ACT sum score matching 
the core-course GPA on the Division I sliding scale.

•  �Submit proof of graduation to the 
Eligibility Center.

INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS 
Please review the international initial-eligibility flyer 
for information and academic requirements specific to 
international student-athletes.

For information on Division II, view the 
Division II academic requirements flyer.

http://fs.ncaa.org/Docs/eligibility_center/International_Information/International_IE_Flyer.pdf
https://on.ncaa.com/DIIAcademicReq

